Convention on Migratory Species (CMS): A Comprehensive Overview

1. Introduction

The Convention on Migratory Species (CMS), also known as the Bonn Convention, is an
international treaty established under the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to

conserve migratory animals and their habitats across national boundaries.

Adopted: 23 June 1979 (Bonn, Germany).

Entered into force: 1 November 1983.

Parties: 133 member states (as of 2024).

Secretariat: Bonn, Germany.

e Coverage: Terrestrial, aquatic, and avian migratory species.

2. Objectives

e Conserve migratory species and their habitats.
e Promote international cooperation for transboundary conservation.
e Address threats such as habitat loss, climate change, poaching, and pollution.

e Support research and monitoring of migratory patterns.

3. Key Mechanisms
A. Appendices of CMS

e Appendix I: Endangered species requiring strict protection (e.g., Snow Leopard, Hawksbill
Turtle).

e Appendix ll: Species needing international agreements for conservation (e.g., African Elephant,
Great White Shark).

B. Agreements & MOUs

CMS facilitates legally binding Agreements (e.g., ASCOBANS for small cetaceans) and non-
binding Memoranda of Understanding (MOUs) (e.g., Siberian Crane MOU).

C. Conference of Parties (COP)



e Decision-making body meets every 3 years (e.g., COP14 in 2024 focused on ecological

connectivity).

4. Major Threats Addressed

e Habitat Destruction: Wetland drainage, deforestation.
¢ Climate Change: Alters migration routes and timing.

e Pollution: Plastic waste, oil spills, pesticides.

¢ lllegal Wildlife Trade: Poaching of elephants, pangolins.

e |Infrastructure Barriers: Dams, wind turbines, fences.

5. Success Stories

v Siberian Crane Conservation: MOU helped stabilize populations.
v Marine Turtle Protection: Global agreements reduced bycatch.

v African-Eurasian Waterbird Agreement (AEWA): Safeguarded 255+ bird species.

6. Challenges

e Enforcement Gaps: Weak implementation in some countries.
e Funding Shortages: Limited resources for transboundary projects.

e Climate Change: Disrupts traditional migration corridors.

7. CMS and Global Frameworks

e Links to CBD & UNFCCC: Supports 30x30 biodiversity targets and climate resilience.
e Role in SDGs: Contributes to SDG 15 (Life on Land) and SDG 14 (Life Below Water).

Schematic Diagram: CMS Conservation Framework
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8. Future Directions

e Ecological Connectivity: Protecting migration corridors.
e Tech Integration: Satellite tracking, Al for monitoring.

e Community Engagement: Indigenous knowledge in conservation.

9. Conclusion

The CMS is critical for safeguarding migratory species, ensuring ecological balance, and fostering

global cooperation. Its effectiveness depends on stronger policies, funding, and public awareness.

Key Observance: World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) — Celebrated twice yearly (May & October).



