Salient Features of India‘s National Forest Policy (1988)

The National Forest Policy (NFP), 1988 is the guiding framework for forest management in India,
replacing the outdated 1952 policy. It emphasizes ecological balance, biodiversity conservation,

and people’s participation.

1. Key Objectives

v Maintain Environmental Stability (soil, climate, water cycles).
v Conserve Natural Heritage (forests, wildlife, genetic resources).
v Ensure Livelihood Security for forest-dependent communities.

v Increase Forest Cover to 33% of India’s geographical area (from ~24% currently).

2. Core Principles

A. Ecological Focus

e Priority to Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) over revenue generation.
e Watershed Protection: Forests to be conserved as "national assets."

e Biodiversity Conservation: Protect endangered species and ecosystems.

B. Social Forestry & People’s Participation

¢ Joint Forest Management (JFM): Involves local communities in forest protection.
¢ Fuelwood/Fodder Supply: Meet rural needs through agroforestry.

e Tribal Rights: Recognizes forest-dwellers’ dependence on forests (later reinforced by FRA,
2006).

C. Afforestation & Reforestation

e Wasteland Development: Convert degraded lands into forests.

e Urban Greening: Expand tree cover in cities.

D. Industrial & Commercial Use

e Regulated Timber Extraction: Industries must rely on farm forestry instead of natural forests.

e Non-Timber Forest Products (NTFPs): Sustainable harvesting encouraged.



3. Policy Directives
Area Directive

o Protection > Production (ecological value
Forest Classification o )
prioritized over logging).

Strict scrutiny for mining/industrial projects
Forest Diversion (later enforced by Forest Conservation Act,

1980 amendments).

Promote GIS, remote sensing, and silviculture
Research & Tech )
practices.

. Forests as carbon sinks (aligned with India’s
Climate Change )
NDC under Paris Agreement).

4. Implementation Mechanisms

e State Forest Departments: Primary agencies for policy execution.
e National Afforestation Programme (NAP): Funds afforestation projects.

e Eco-Development Committees (EDCs): Engage locals in conservation.

5. Challenges

A\ Deforestation: Due to infrastructure projects (e.g., highways, dams).
A Human-Wildlife Conflict: Encroachment reduces animal habitats.

A Funding Gaps: Slow progress on 33% forest cover target.

Comparison with Previous Policies
Aspect NFP 1952 NFP 1988

Focus Revenue-oriented Ecology & livelihood-centric



Aspect NFP 1952 NFP 1988
Community Role  Minimal Active participation (JFM)

Forest Cover Goal 33% (unprioritized) 33% (mandatory for hills/plains)

6. Recent Updates

e Draft NFP 2021: Proposes private forestry incentives and carbon credit mechanisms.

e Green India Mission (GIM): Aims to increase forest quality (not just area).

Conclusion

The NFP 1988 marked a paradigm shift from commercial exploitation to conservation and
community-led forest governance. However, climate change and developmental pressures
necessitate stronger enforcement and updated strategies (e.g., urban forestry, carbon

sequestration).

Key Stat: India’s forest cover is 21.71% (ISFR 2021), still far from the 33% target.



