United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD): A Comprehensive
Note

1. Introduction

The United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) is an international treaty
established in 1994 to address land degradation, desertification, and drought (DLDD). It is the
only legally binding agreement linking environmental sustainability to land management,

particularly in drylands.

Adopted: 17 June 1994 (Entered into force in 1996).

Parties: 197 member countries (including the EU).

Secretariat: Bonn, Germany.

Focus Areas: Sustainable Land Management (SLM), drought resilience, ecosystem restoration.

2. Objectives

Combat desertification and restore degraded land.

Mitigate drought impacts through early warning systems.

Promote sustainable land use to support livelihoods and biodiversity.

Align with SDGs, particularly SDG 15 (Life on Land).

3. Key Mechanisms

1. National Action Programs (NAPs):
o Countries develop strategies to combat land degradation.
o Example: Africa’s Great Green Wall Initiative (restoring 100M hectares by 2030).
2. Science-Policy Interface (SPI):
o Provides data on land degradation neutrality (LDN).
3. Global Mechanism (GM):
o Mobilizes financial resources for SLM projects.
4. Conference of Parties (COP):

o Decision-making body (e.g., COP15 in 2022 focused on drought resilience).

4. Achievements

v Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) Target: 130+ countries committed to LDN under UNCCD.

v Drought Preparedness: Early warning systems in Sahel and Horn of Africa.



v Community Empowerment: Supports indigenous land stewardship (e.g., UNCCD’s Land Heroes).

5. Challenges

e Funding Gaps: Limited financial support for developing nations.
e Policy Implementation: Weak enforcement of land-use laws.

¢ Climate Change Linkage: Rising temperatures worsen desertification.

6. UNCCD and Climate Change

e Synergy with UNFCCC: Healthy soils sequester carbon (contributing to Paris Agreement goals).

® Role in IPCC Reports: Recognizes land restoration as a climate solution.

7. Future Directions

e 2024-2030 Strategy: Scaling up land restoration (e.g.,, UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration).

e Private Sector Engagement: Promoting sustainable agriculture investments.

Schematic Diagram: UNCCD Framework
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8. Conclusion



The UNCCD plays a critical role in reversing land degradation, ensuring food security, and

combating climate change. Its success depends on global cooperation, funding, and grassroots

action.

Key Observance: World Day to Combat Desertification (WDCD) - June 17 annually.



