
Role of Regulatory Bodies: National Green Tribunal (NGT)

1. Introduction

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) is a specialized judicial body established in India to handle
cases related to environmental protection and conservation of forests and natural resources. It was
formed under the National Green Tribunal Act, 2010, with the aim of providing expeditious and
effective resolution of environmental disputes. The NGT plays a crucial role in regulating
environmental governance by balancing developmental needs with ecological sustainability.

2. Objectives of NGT

• Ensure effective and speedy disposal of cases relating to environmental protection.

• Provide relief and compensation for damages caused to people and property due to
environmental harm.

• Preserve forests, biodiversity, and natural resources through judicial oversight.

• Promote sustainable development by ensuring that projects comply with environmental
regulations.

• Reduce the burden on higher courts by dealing specifically with environmental matters.

3. Key Functions of NGT

• Adjudicate disputes related to environmental laws such as the Water Act, Air Act, and
Forest Conservation Act.

• Provide directives for controlling pollution and conserving natural resources.

• Impose penalties and fines on industries and individuals violating environmental norms.

• Monitor and evaluate the implementation of environmental policies and regulations.

• Recommend corrective measures for restoration of degraded ecosystems.

4. Flowchart: Role of NGT in Environmental Regulation
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5. Significance of NGT

• Acts as a watchdog for environmental governance in India.



• Ensures accountability of industries, government agencies, and individuals.

• Strengthens the implementation of environmental laws and regulations.

• Balances developmental projects with ecological sustainability.

• Provides a platform for affected communities to seek justice.

6. Challenges Faced by NGT

• Limited financial and human resources for handling increasing cases.

• Difficulty in enforcing compliance of orders at state and local levels.

• Overlapping jurisdiction with other courts and authorities.

• Lack of awareness among citizens about NGT’s role and accessibility.

• Delays in implementation of directives due to bureaucratic hurdles.

7. Conclusion

The National Green Tribunal has emerged as a vital regulatory body in ensuring environmental
protection and sustainable development in India. Despite challenges in enforcement and resources,
it continues to provide effective judicial mechanisms for resolving environmental disputes.
Strengthening the NGT with greater autonomy, resources, and public awareness can enhance its
role as a guardian of environmental justice and ecological balance.


